


While a few residences lie along these two-lane local roadways, MAS fields, parking and school
grounds comprise most of the abutting property. Small and otherwise quiet roadways at other
times of day/days of the week, these two blocks serve as the central route for hundreds of
vehicles to drop off/pick up students at both schools during school year mornings and
afternoons, and are key pedestrian routes for families approaching the schools on foot.

While a significant portion of local MAS students live within comfortable walking distance of the
school, more than 75% of parents opt to transport their children via privately owned vehicle
(see survey results, Appendix B).

Event overview

16 Federal, County and local participants (see Appendix D) convened at the Mamaroneck
Volunteers Fire House at 643 Mamaroneck Avenue on a dry, sunny weekday during MAS school
dismissal hours. Mayor Tom Murphy and Traffic Commission Chair Abigail Roberts welcomed
the group. Shannon Purdy from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
Region 2 then discussed pedestrian and bicyclist crash data from the national level, as well as
key factors to consider in enacting a successful pedestrian/bicycle safety initiative.

A summary of the operational plan, schedule for the day, and participant instructions were also
shared:

(1) The 16 participants were divided into four walking teams, each comprised of a mix of
disciplines to broaden observational perspectives; for instance, a patrol officer, public
health professional, resident and Traffic Commission member.

(2) Each team was asked to assign one reporter to record consensus observations made
during the walk, and one photographer to capture pictures of the environment and
people traveling along the corridor.

(3) Two of the teams were assigned to walk Mamaroneck Avenue, one proceeding
southbound from the 1-95 ramps and concluding at the firehouse, and one proceeding
northbound from the firehouse and concluding at the I-95 entrance ramps. The other
two teams were each assigned to walk both sides of one of the two blocks adjacent to
MAS.

(4) Each team was asked to walk on the side of the road facing traffic, regardless of
whether pedestrian facilities were provided.

(5) During their walk, participants were asked to record both observations and experiences
using a Walkability Assessment Checklist (see Appendix E).

(6) At the walk’s conclusion, participants reconvened at the firehouse to discuss the most
pressing issues and problems they observed, as well as identify potential
countermeasures.















In consultation with Traffic Commission and key Village personnel, consider revising
system for school pick-up and drop-off along the roadways encircling the school to
prevent vehicles from using more than the right lane that immediately abuts school
property. Provide training to school administrators, staff, students and parents, and
solicit parent volunteers clad in highly visible safety vests to assist with rapid, fluid,
student pick-up and drop-off system.

Place uniformed crossing guards to direct vehicle traffic during school
morning/afternoon hours at key points along Elliott, Ralph and Gertrude Avenues to
assure vehicles continue to move slowly and safely in a single lane until their student
has been retrieved )

Extend bus lane on Gertrude Avenue to accommodate all six small school buses in a
single lane that abuts the sidewalk for children to safely enter/exit

Engage MAS Administration and community champions to initiate “Walking School
Buses” for parents and children

Engage community champions and/or the Village of Mamaroneck Police Department to
develop a bicycle safety education campaign for local youth; seek grant funding for bike
helmet distribution and a potential bike rodeo event

Provide training to Village of Mamaroneck Police Department on operating a pedestrian
safety crosswalk/decoy initiative being conducted across New York State. Enforcement
should accompany installation of new crosswalks/upgrading of existing crosswalks,
initially employing a “warning” phase to violators for a set period of time (e.g., 6
months), followed by issuing citations

Kicking off in June 2019, establish a localized, pedestrian safety media campaign to
coincide with enforcement activities, and consider utilizing New York State’s See! Be
Seen! campaign materials.






























Walking Safety Assessment: Mamaroneck Avenue School

AGENDA

2:00PM

2:20PM

2:30PM

~ 3:30PM

4:00PM

surrounding streetscape
Friday, March 22, 2019

Volunteers Firehouse
643 Mamaroneck Ave
Mamaroneck, NY 10543

Welcome, participants!

Background, opening remarks — Shannon Purdy, U.S. DOT NHTSA Region 2, and
Mamaroneck Traffic Commission

Introductions - alf

Distribution of “walking pod” assignments, and discussion of observational
process and key roles

Participants depart en route to assigned walking sites

Participants reconvene in community room

- “Pod” facilitators summarize their group’s observations
- Contact information and assessment prompt tools collected

Next steps, questions and answers, adjourn
























